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Items in this Guidebook are applicable to all our Awana Clubs at Mt. Pisgah Wesleyan Church, unless indicated otherwise. Some items pertain only to certain clubs - these sections are noted as to which club they are applicable.

(1)

MPWC Pastor:  Rev. Lynn Ensign (570) 596-4444 (home), (570) 596-4003 (church office); email address:  revlynn@npacc.net
Church email address:  churchoffice@mpwesleyan.org and website www.mpwesleyan.org.
MPWC Awana Commander:  Jodi Talladay (570) 596-7623

Email address:  talladay@npacc.net or talladay4@gmail.com .
MPWC Awana Club Leaders
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CUBBIES:
Melissa Beeman 


(570) 596-7191
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SPARKS: 
Valerie Simpson (K)


(570) 268-0316



Wanda Stahl
(1st)                           (570) 596-7815
Connie Wilcox (2nd)

(607) 732-7757
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T&T: 

Michelle Randall (3rd-4th)  
(570) 247-0995


Stacy Rogers (3rd-4th)             




             
Lisa Braund (5th-6th)                      (570) 596-7609

                     Jeff Stoquert (5th-6th) 
           (607) 732-4632
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GAME DIRECTORS:  Jeremy Braund                   (570) 596-7609

                                      Rich Rogers                    

MPWC AWANA Secretary:  Marla Nowacoski
(570) 596-4470

Awana Missionaries for Upstate New York and Northeastern Pennsylvania

Bob & Dorinda Bennett

P.O. Box 174

Great Bend, PA 18821

(570) 879-0132

bobb@awana.org
Website:  www.awananypenn.org

ABOUT AWANA

The Awana ministry at Mt. Pisgah Wesleyan Church works in unison with the other ministries at MPW to help your child learn about Jesus and to grow in Him.     AWANA is a Bible-based, Christ-centered program for children. The word AWANA stands for Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed and comes from the Bible verse, II Timothy 2:15: "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the

word of truth."  The goal of AWANA is to reach boys and girls with the gospel of Christ, and to train them to serve Him. It is a great honor to serve God in this way and to lead children to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  More information can be found at www.awana.org.
(3) 
ABOUT MT. PISGAH WESLEYAN CHURCH
Mt. Pisgah Wesleyan Church is affiliated with the Central New York District of the Wesleyan Church.  We offer many ministries to help meet the needs of the community. For more information, contact the church office (570) 596-4003 or visit our church website: http://www.mpwesleyan.org.

We invite you to attend our Worship Services

· Sunday morning worship 11:00 a.m.

· Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

· Bible studies (contact for current schedule)

· Youth group (monthly events) 
· Men’s group first Wednesday of month 7:30 p.m.

· Ladies’ group last Thursday of month 7:00 p.m.

· Book club monthly Wednesday nights at 7:30 p.m.

WHAT WE BELIEVE

· We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

· We believe that Jesus Christ is God’s eternal Son and our Lord and Savior.  He became a man, died for our sins, rose from the dead, and ascended into Heaven.

· We believe the Bible is God’s revelation – trustworthy and without error in the original manuscripts.

· We believe that everyone is born with a sinful nature and needs God’s gift of salvation.

· We believe that salvation is the gift of eternal life from God, received through personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

· We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells in believers.  He empowers, guides, and produces the fruit of Christ likeness in all who yield to Him.

· We believe in the personal, imminent coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead for the believer to experience everlasting glory.

“For God loved the world so much that He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 (NIV)
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AWANA TIMES

Awana will be held Wednesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Check in will begin at 5:50 p.m.

AWANA CLUBS

· CUBBIES   -  Two years prior to kindergarten (ages 3-5)
· SPARKS   -   Kindergarten – 2nd Grade
· T & T  -  3rd Grade – 6th Grade
INFORMATION/REGISTRATION

For your child’s safety and protection, we ask that all children who participate in the Awana ministry at Mt. Pisgah Wesleyan have a completed Registration/Medical Release Form on file with the club secretary. 

SECURITY

Your child’s safety is very important to us. Therefore, we are asking that parents/guardians of children in Cubbies and Sparks check their children into club when arriving. It is important that parents/guardians pick up their child immediately following club (7:30 p.m.). We will notify parents/guardians when a child is sick, fussy and not adjusting to the Awana night, or in rare instances for disciplinary reasons.

WHAT TO BRING TO AWANA

· Awana uniform and comfortable “tennis” shoes for running and playing.  If your child is wearing a skirt, please ensure that shorts are worn underneath.

· Bible

· Awana Club Handbook

· Check the AWANA calendar for special theme nights

The Uniform:  Each AWANA club has a special uniform just for that club.  Clubbers must earn the privilege to purchase and wear the uniform.  This is done by successfully passing the club entrance booklet that is given to the clubber the first time he/she attends.  When this booklet is passed, the clubber will be given the handbook and is ready to purchase the uniform.  Earned awards will only be given to clubbers in uniform.
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COSTS

You will be responsible for the cost of your child’s uniform.  We will provide handbooks, but if your child loses their book the costs are outlined below:  We have also outlined prices for optional items you may wish to purchase.

CUBBIES

· Bear Hug Brochure Book Replacement - $.25

· Handbook Replacement $8.45
· Uniform Vest - $9.95
· Cubbies Handbook Bag - $5.65 (optional)

· Jumper Celebrations Music - $9.95 (CD) – optional – includes all verses in the handbook set to music

SPARKS

· Gate Book Replacement - $.25
· Handbook Replacement - $9.45
· Uniform Vest - $9.95
· Sparks Handbook Bag - $4.65 (optional)
· Sparks Handbook Music - $9.95 (CD) – optional – includes all handbook verses set to music and theme song
T&T

· Start Zone Book Replacement - $.25

· Handbook Replacement - $8.45
· Uniform T-Shirt - $ 12.95
· T&T Handbook Bag - $5.25 (optional)

· T&T Ultimate Adventure Music - $9.95 (CD) – optional – includes all handbook verses set to music and theme song

(6)
DISCIPLINE

Awana uses two COUNT systems; one for an individual and the other for the group.

The 5-count is used to bring the group to order.  As the Leader counts to five, the children should become quiet and still.

The 3-count is used for an individual. The child is given a “one” the first time they have misbehaved and their action is discussed so they understand the suitable behavior. If the child continues to misbehave, then they receive a “two”. The child now sits down with the Awana Leader and Commander to discuss their behavior. If the child continues to misbehave or be disruptive, they receive a “three”. When the child receives a three they are taken to their parents/guardians for the rest of the evening unless not present at the church. If not present, then they are called. The Leader will discuss with the parent/guardian the reason for his/her action.

Our Awana Leaders realize that there are many family situations that may affect a child’s behavior. We encourage you to let your child’s Awana Leader or the Commander know if there is any situation that may help us in ministering to your child.

SOME RULES

We expect participation by all clubbers.  Clubbers should take part in the entire club night unless you bring a note for early dismissal or the commander or secretary is contacted personally by a parent.

· Come to attention whenever you hear a leader giving a 5-count.

· The leaders are here for you!  Please respect their commitment by addressing them respectfully.

· Please be responsible to be on time.

· Rough play or foul language will not be tolerated by anyone and is grounds for being sent home.

· You must stay with your group.

A clubber who disrupts a meeting with inappropriate behavior will be sent to the Commander after two warnings.  The Commander will discuss the problem with the parents at the end of the club night.  The clubber will be welcomed back the following meeting as long as he/she is ready to comply with the rules.
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NIGHTLY SCHEDULE

The AWANA clubs will meet every Wednesday evening.  Check-in starts at 5:50 p.m. and opening ceremonies will start promptly at 6:00 p.m. Club ends at 7:30 p.m.

Game Time – Clubbers will have lots of fun as they learn good sportsmanship by participating in exciting game activities.  Teams will be assigned and may be changed periodically to ensure balance.  Tennis shoes must be worn to participate in game time.  

Large Group/Council Time – Clubbers will participate in a time of worship, which includes a time of singing, testimonies, age-appropriate Bible lessons, awards presentations, and prayer.

Handbook Time – Clubbers recite verses and sections and leaders sign them off.  Clubbers will be asked to explain the meaning of the verse they recite.  This promotes retention and understanding.  It is not our goal to simply complete the handbook without understanding its meaning.  Clubbers may receive two helps per section in order for the leader to sign off the section.  

Clubbers are encouraged to work at their own pace (except for Cubbies who work on one verse per club meeting).  However, a good rule is two handbook sections per week in order to finish a handbook in the club year.  A clubber may say more sections in a single club meeting, but may do so only two at a time to ensure that all clubbers get a chance to check off on their sections.

WELLNESS POLICY

Children SHOULD NOT attend Awana if they have any of the following symptoms:

· Fever – 101 degrees or higher within the last 24 hours

· Vomiting or diarrhea within the last 24 hours

· Runny nose or bad cough if accompanied by other symptoms and/or colored discharge

· Any rash that is suspected to be contagious

· If your child is prescribed with an antibiotic, they must have been on the antibiotic for a minimum of 48 hours prior to attending Awana
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MPWC INCLEMENT WEATHER/CLUB CANCELLATION POLICY

Awana Clubs at Mt. Pisgah will be canceled when schools in Athens School District are closed due to bad weather.  Awana may also be canceled due to inclement weather at our discretion.  This information will be listed on the church web site by 5:00 p.m., and group email will be sent to email addresses provided on the registration form.  You may call the AWANA commander if you have any questions.

(9)

A note to the Parents:

This is an exciting time at Mt. Pisgah, and we are looking forward to your child participating in the AWANA club.  We are glad you have chosen to be a part of AWANA this year, so gear up for the big trip by praying daily and memorizing God’s word.  We have a terrific year of activities planned for your child.

There are many ways in which you can help your child grow in his/her relationship with God through AWANA.  Specifically, you can work regularly with him/her on the verses in the handbook.  You can answer many questions your child may have as a result of participating in AWANA, and you can offer encouragement to your child as he/she works toward specific awards.  Many parents choose to learn verses along with their child doing the handbooks.

Please pray for all the workers.  These people have given extra time to be trained and are dedicated to this exciting ministry.  They are taking extra time to be with our children during the AWANA time.  Please give them a little “extra time” in your prayers.

Please feel free to drop by and visit the club or stay for an entire club meeting at any time.  Your participation, encouragement, and prayers are both welcomed and appreciated.

In His Service,

Jodi Talladay

Commander

(570) 596-7623

talladay@npacc.net
or talladay4@gmail.com 

